





IZiS 59 UMBRA, is published by
Jobn Hitchicoek, 300 E. Univer-
sity Pkwy., Baltlmore 18, 3d.
A E————— . i I3 come ocuts 7 times & year (what
1 o hollow boastful promise that
sounds now i) and costs 10¢ for
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| ; Right here begins the editorial,
| e s 'S /-”’ Firstly snd most important
O ~f f“*{ﬁ‘;& I/ core some nmighty hwmble thanks
iy LA )’ %0 certain faene for going way
M \ b vk out of thelir way for me in veiln.
( ( S~ Thet's Jan Jensen, Ron Zennett,
Yy A _// / and Dick Eney, =md Mzl Ashworth
S ‘ zé Ellis Mills, and J.Michael
1 pteno Rosenblum. Youwlll remember

perhaps that lastish I said I
«0uid prokbably be runaling in Taff; I mentioned this te JaniRon pri-
vavely, $0%. Reagon, primarlly, why I declided %o run was I felt I
could win Aif I were 211 that Trulendom hed $o plick, as against more
nrofessional or stfresdsr=inclined capndldates. Untll coming home af-
tar the NYcon I 8vill thought thal, and Eney wes all set to do the
dirty work ¢f nominaticns. Then he umentlonedithat dg'd been nomineted;
end, after ibhr. of thought, I "declined! nemination in Eney'e favos,
contributed $2 4o the Nominate Eney fund, sponsored him, and suwchlike.
Ener's a muck {(3light uwnderstatement) more sultable candidate then I
would have been, much mere deserving of the Taff award; and if I ran
v8. him, I would probably detrast a few votes from his ticket, in what
vromiged to be & feirly close race.

However, I didn’t enlighten other fen of this move, and Jan wrofe
a desperation=type alrletter saying, if I ceounld pay the §5, hetd do
the rest; I celled him off. But, belng in posieon gaufia, I pretty well
forgot the others I'd mentloned my candidacy to.

Froms DON FORD, Box 19-T, AR#2, Wards Corner Rd.,Loveland, Ohio.
To: Ron Bennett, 7 Southway, Arthurs Av., Harrogate, Yorke, Ing.
Copy: J.Hitchcock.

Dear Ron:~-- Recelved your letter dated September 223, 1956, today.
Tou wish to nominate John Hitchecck for the 1957 TAFF election & state
that El1lis Mille, Jan Jansen, Mal Ashworth and J. Michael Rosendblum
are all backing John. You further state that if I do not hear from
John Hitchcock I am to take it that he is standing for election.

This I cannot do.

The deadline is September 30%th. In order to accept John's nomina-
tion, I must have a signed statement from him that he is willing %o
accept and will make the trip if elected. If John will do this by re-
turn mail and accomany it with the $5.00 fee, I'11 hold off the dead-
lire a couple of days or so in order to all w the mails theilr normsl
delivery time.



In addition, L'd like you, Ren, %o mend slong the sign
Johniit's sponsors For TAFY filss.

A1l of the above way sound -uﬂay and pcﬂfaga too
I think you shcula compliy nith TAIT 3“7 2§ a3 Ivew
been nominated. 111 be rlad 0 ender John's nam
1T he will nod de?wy in answering this letter.

gewevsar, TATTF anomlnciions arve a positive thing...not o negoilive
NS * aimnlv cqnnaL acceapt for nomination anyone of the nzals of *ix
vou don't hear from him, socon, take 1t that he is standing.¥

Personally, 1°'d be glad to see Jobn run in the plectaa1 L hore he
will reply one way of the oiher so0n.

d
th .
Bincerely yours

Pon Ford.
S¢ Ren traipsed over the north of England collecting signatuw oo
for we, after 14 decided not to zun afier all. To him and %o Jeu,
who wes going to, and to ¥liis, Jan»uhmwwndwtiﬁe, Malssh, and M*L,,
2lpned with Ron, go uy deeply feli, sincere thanks. eo.This same
of fen-=-Jan,Aon&Eaney @specially-—has since been talking shout o 5T wf?“ﬂ
“~amd to Bring John Tﬁcg seeing &8 I can save up aimosd g not quls
saough for naﬁaaga S0 London, and I'd nesd ouitside help to make bhﬂ %yi;,
1654 aﬁyore wants 1o conar?buab, I have no ovjeetion out of Prids of =
ezty, ete,; and my undying graivitude to any who should help the I
hl3o & lifetima subk to evEf”nhng I publish in fandom... A@d 2f cours
- consider myselfd duty bound, Lf I'm stlll unable to Go to Lu;dcn, 0o
FUIN any ogﬁaidc fonds over Lo Taff.

GIVE GRNERQUSLY--SEND ENEY 1

Abvouvds the only uribute I oan think of %o pey R.Frey iz that his
coning, permanent-1 14e9 to this part of the world kept up~rvsar
r&ﬁherwmmy intereat in fagdom at its lowest ebb. The m@va“* 0
and the rest of the incredible things happening to Uw's Rditor

ilike i% ceesing to exist, and all) cen be traced back to Eney a;
poures. More objectively, Eney is & very active f&&ﬁn“uVF cresdy
afficial editor (i.e., the one who does all the work) of FAPS, one-
dictastor of SAPS, and now a member of QMPA; most of hils actzvity is
been in the apms, and, sirangely enough, most of fandom?!s activiir hes
been thers to0... Eney iz the perfect ambqsaador of Fandom for tab
other hal? of Tondom (na?don i‘lwlﬂgi@), quiet, cultured, gets along
with everybody, Couprehends Situwations--and delpite thig is a Fine Fen.
L can’t think of anybody who bears illwill against him=-=and this ie
& remarkable sccomplishment after 6 years inactive fanning. T urge 211
Traang, and even crdinary Feun, 0 vote Eney in TAFF,

4% YEARS BRFORE TEE MASTHEAD DEPT.

No, make that 3%¢; 1 Oct. was Anniversary Time for me. In Unm
as it?...1a8t year (1953), I promised a review of the coming ve

the Och. 56 ish. No epace thish for such, so I'11l heve = brief locd
over 1950 and Umbra and#ll: wmein intervest I had was 1n Eurepesn fan
dem, and with Umbra I managed 0 sucesed in clarifying the state
deme in Scandinavia, CGerymany, NHetherlande, Belglum, France The
I'm most p;wud of was Dringing Jean Limard Fabulous F=@nah Fen,
centest with American fandom. Since then, he's become the mogt act

fan cutside the apas, Just got Meub#l, the fourth Tmz fzo
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contianing 100 pages. § plug L% MOST hewrtily: Meuh, Jeawm ¢f dune
Linard, 24 rue Petit, Vesoul, Haute Saone, FRANCE . I%t's the only fmz
in resl, honesi-to-ghad Creole.

g
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But I fear that Jean is lesing his prlioeless orecliiy. Yes, it's
hard to say, I know; bub L%'s trus. Heuhi#¥l' had some frighteningly
leng airaetches of very naturel, navive=1like sounding English in i%...
no, not the outside contribvutions...evenmore natural-somding then
ming (viz. this sentsnce). Thalt sparkling and gcharman} creole is,
slowly but surely, vecoming oxdinary, blasé english. Any suggestions
for keeping the Linard cresle pure will ve thoroughly considered.

THZ GONTAGT GROUP, or®IT!3 NOT CGOING TO SUCCEED“DEPT.

I imagine most of you are now familier with Contact, the fan-
news-magazine that's put ouwt by Jam Jenmsen in Belglum {te save on
postage--Belgian rates are wonderfudly low) and financed, so far, bythe
"Oontact Group® of 4-5 fans, me incl. With fandom so gpread-out now
=~Ameyica, England, Sverifandowm, Gerfandom, 'Pataphandom as practiced
in Testern of ¥rance, Australla, New Zealmd, Japan?, eitc.--there ought
%o be a wide-ociroulation newssheet davoted ENTIRELY to fans and fan
doinge., There have been many fan-news~sheets in the past, but noue
now, when fandow is more, yes, co smopollitan, than ever. Hence:Contact.
Born out of Dhivine Inspiratlon under Great Physical Duress, whils Jan
wag hoepitalized with ¥that Fractured Collarbone, alies Femur, Contact
had an enthusiaetic first recepiion. Right now (Fmas day) the fifth
izsve is emerging from wmysterious and innermost Belgiun.

Yet there's a bhitch...ech, no pmse...: we can't keep on finencing
1t forever. Therefore, we have proposed the novel idea of “subscrip-
tiocne"; that is, the fan who wishes to receive Contact shall pay a
certain amouni of money for & given number of issues In the future,

By this means, Contact Group i8 epared much unnecessary expsnse, The
“subscription” amounts are as follows: for one year, for the sterling
aree, 7/=; for the dollar area, $1.00; ®r the Belglan franc area, 50fr.;
in the franc area, 350fr.; in the Swedish kroma area, k5.00; in the
Norwegian krone area, k7.00; in the Deutschmark arsa, DM 4.20; in the
Australian eterling area, 9/=; elsewhsre, YOU figure it out. Double

the above amount gets you an airmail "subscription™ for one year; this
means that Contact is mailed by air instead of water, and, consequently,
is not so damp when it reaches yowr. The address for remission of subs
sins, and sardines is (dollar ares) Dick Ellington, 98 Suffolk St.Apt.34
Kew York 2, N.Y. (or, if you prefer, Dick Eney, 417 Ft.Hunt Rd.,Alexan-
dria,Va.)=--(sterling area¥ Ron Bennett, 7 Southway, Arthurs Ave.,Harro-
gate, Yorks.y=-(all other areas snd similar peculiarities) Jan Jansen
finself ((yes, Cliff, I actually Know Hlm Persomally)), 289 Berchemlei,
Borgerhout, BELGIE/BELGIQUE. Contact is the Oaly Original Duplicated
TIJDSCHRIFT; with each subserlption the lucky fan gete 24 issues PLUS

a Genuine Sonjs HANDWRITTEN HANDCOLORED Greetings Card. "Promags have
Lost the Sense of Wonder, but CONTACT veaders will always keep wondering
what will run out first:our supply of news, cur energy, or our money."
==01d Flemish saying.

ACT NOW §

"It takes a good imaginatiocn 5 get imaginary results
machine ."--1%.3.deCamp s ginary 5 from an iwmaginary



LT don't know what peionics 1s, but I fhink=-=L Campbell,dz.

LESSER A FAN THAN THOU DEPT.

And 80 everybody took me Ssyiousiy when I typed “Lesser Fans:F
aftbar Tuckerdlag's lebters & before the rest of Whasat lastish...awplght,
3¢ I wasn't Commumicating and loused things wup very Hidily. Considered
Chpinnion: 1% can be damm cugbersome, exitremely ennoying, and generally
ot worth the egoboo involved %o have a fannish Reputatican or & Legend
{rep.-<he2re I mean the good ones,not the Ceglwetzl types) grow up 1ike
2 purple-veined vine of creeplng carnivore around yvou. I made a habiib
af running into & zround with fang &l Hew York who were irrsparadly

kX e om 3 D
55 fanniok

nich Tegends of cows sord, and wmeditated upon the2e poor
unfortunates afierw soided I nsver want to be & "BIEF® or such
iike ., Pleage, willl sone Te @, dow do I keep from beconming 2 BEF?

CH HELL, HERE ¥OU GO AGAIN BEING SO DAMN NICE DEPT.

in latey Sept. I got 2 letter from Bill *wam." Crant of LowerCanads
sering 21 wouldn't Like %o see such 2 fmz a8 Um fold for lack of fumds
2 here's a dollar 0 help oui? and therve, indeed was a2 corisp U dollar.
Apain, my sincere appreclatlon...this «rt of thing doesn't happen every
dey. And,Bill,I hope you don't take it amies that I contributed your §1
R e | Yo nomlnating Eney for Taff.....?
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#*That was Lovecrafi--he's geling
3¢ write a series of articles on
Geozrge Woltzel IV -~Harnesskat
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¥y address, uniil a short time ago, was mumber 1, Knockeden
Crescent. A nioe house. But small. Conversely, the garden wes dbig.
Yery big. This happensd to be just the opposite to what I wented. In-
sofar as8 the garden was concerned, I gave my fennish instincis a free
7ein, and completely ignored i%. Right enough, I admit I did ocut some
o¢ the grass but that was only because it kept me awake at nights when
= wind blew it against% the bedroom window. And the house itsslf,
Smali, I 88id? Yessir. There were three rooms. Two small bedrooms and =
large room downstairs. This large room was the cause of muoh conflict
between my wife and myself. The TV set was in one corner, and I curled
up in the opposite corner to do my fanning. The first diffioculiy was
*hot I couldn't concentrate on my writings because of the noise of the
TV. The frequent gppearance of seml-=glad dancing girls also curtalled
my output somewhat. As far as my wife was concerned, the dreaded Shaw-
Serry typer was her chief cause of frustration., It wasn't the vibration,
she confessed. Oh no. Her brother had rememdied that by boliing the TV
set to the table. It was the nolse, she soreamed. It even drowned the
cacophony of sound produced by my two children and my flock of talking
budgerigars.

As you can no doubt imagine, creative fanac in such cilrcumstances
could quite easily have had far reaching mental effects on anyone withs
braln less durable than my own. But when everything I looked at began %o
vemind me of Marilyn Monroe I reluctantly took my psychiatriet's advice



and go% a new house. A bigger house. Ldsof rooms, s itly bitty garden,
and, most imporsant of all, a little fanac rocom of my own.

31, Campbell Park Avenwe sulted me very well, I could see, even af-
ter a curscry reconnaissance. The garden was 8o small it could be oul-
tivated wlith a knife and fork. MNy own room was uwpstairs, a long way
gway from the nursery and the aviary. And; best of all, the house was
only about five minuies cycle ride from 170 Upper Newiownards Road, where
2 chap called Willie Jives.

80 far, B0 good,

And xroomn ?

Two really larzpe vooms dewnstalrs, three bedrooms and a fanning
rooin. Heok. I was juet sterting $o live.

So enthusiestic wae I that even whilst the furniture was bheing un-
loaded outslde by the removers, 1 sneaked %0 my own Toom %0 plan every-
thing out. I decided just where I would put the typer, the table, the
bockshelves, eto. Satisfled with my tentative arrangemsnts, I $in=toed
downstalrs, and whilst ny wife was telling the furniture removers where
to put things, I swiped a chair, & table, two bookeases, and one or %two
other necessary items.

I surveyed my domain.

I feltv GCOD,

i leaned back ncnchalntly in a plush armchiar, and cerosssd my feet

on the %able. Just what 1 had always wanted. The chair was just a
laetle too comforteble, I decided. Being so socothing, it might Iull me
to oleep when I wanted to think cut a title or something. I reached
sh, patted the neavest buxiie of fanzines.

LTA=TGTTITA o

The door burat open liks a cork out of a bottle, and mywwife stoad
oL the threshold, grim of visags, her arme folded asggressively. Two

- = omemen hwnmshed over her shoulder.

STl % chedir should be in the living room,¥ she rasped.

Thero was & dlur of asction.

I dropped nlmbly off the top of the book-
caseg.The azmchalr did look a wee bit ocut of
place, anyways. HoWever, a good strong table wes
the maln item,because the Shaw-Berry typer,bteing
an early 19%h century model,needed a good solid
foundation. I....

"Just what are you doing with the sideboasd,
nay I ask grated my wife,

*Er, heok, sweetest," I oringed, *I just wen-
ted somelwere to keep my prozines,and fangzines..®

A sideboard was somhow ostentatioms, I com-
ctoled myself. It had been rather & tight
fit. I mean,there was hardly room for me
to get behind the table.ie it was,T
would have to move the bookease youmd

a mite, I couldn’t always keep the
shade of the standard lamp poliniing
out of the window. The china cabinet
hed seemed a good idea at the tims
being able to see my fangzines, ord
keep the dust off them st the
same time. 411 the same.....
The furniture removers
worked with such enthusissm I

5h




suapecved my wife had premised them a big tip if they handled her furni-
ture with careand deliberation. I had to admire the way they eased the
settee through the door on its way downsbalrs again. But, afiter all,
confort isn't everything. I suppose it would have been nice to sort of
lie on my back to meditate, but, sure, the thick pille carpet would be

&8 comfortable. I always secemed....

"I cannot understand how all this good furniture managsd to get in-
to %this attie,” frowmed wy wife a8 she supervised the removal of %the
china cabinet, sitandard lamp and bookesse. She shook her head slowly a8
she herself bore away the Bresden c¢hina dancing girl. I crarled from
wmder the table after they departed. Luxury isn't everything. Big neme
vile pros like James White can afford extravagant croockery in {heir den,
and divans, and Quinn Crigimals, and sc on, bubt ue poor lowly fen must
make do with whatever our ingennlty ocan command. A table, afier all,
is a table. A lot can bs done on a table. This was a big table. Beside
the typer, there was also zoom for a few paper clips. Yessir. I was
iuckxy to have the table. Too luocky.

#These two emply tea chests will be allright here,' saild my wife
to her two stalwarts, *mind...watch that table, watch you den't scrape
the veneer on your way downftalrs....and, oh, Jolm, glve these men five
ehillings each, will you? Theyive been very helpful.®

aeawe seemBe L N N so 0w e esde

In the dead of night I managed %o find a long length of
rotting wood in the back yard next door. Later, when I suspended i%
acrosg the top of the two inverted tea cheste, I discovered it would
just about heold the typer. I tried o ignore the pulleys henging from
the ceillng.

The typer is bheavy, yves; but with the support of the ropes and
the mouldy wood it seemed to gtand the strain all right. Natch, tea
chests ain't very high; so it was necesgary to curl up like an
ingrowing toenall when I typed. I found that, as I %typed, I could
rest my chin on my knees if I needed to concentrate. It fair gave me
the chronic backache, though.

I was rather pround of the two holes I knocked in each gide of
the tea chest so that I could move my elbows as I type. Evwen 80, I
felt a 1ittle hunchback in the cramped position, and every so often
I would stagger to my feel and streeeetoh out my arms and chest, and
rise to my full five feet six linches.

The room was ilnclined to be cold, too, and I found that after
typing four or five lines it was necessary %o run up and down the
stalrs & few times to bring back the circulation.

Last night, howgver, came the climax.

I got eramp eo bad that I couldn'’t move. I sort of managed to
sway to and fro until I was able to move a tea chest sufficilently
far away to allow the mouly plank to s8lip off. I relied on the pulleys
to support the typer. -

The resultant crash as the typer disappeared through the floor-
toords brought up my wife to investigate, as I had intended should
have happened when the woecd fell. She had perforce %o retrace her
steps to the room below, and help 1ift the typer off my lap.

Yessir, I sure had %he cramp.

asoes oo @ ce C L B B O e &3 0 "e v Prw



If this article eseems & little disjointed, Jobn,
please forgive me. There is a chorus of semi-nude high kickers
on the %elevision screen, and two budgerigars are making Iove in
wy hair. I have a ¢hild wnder each arm, and am trying %o con-
form gy 1ips into a friendly grin as my wlfe leers over her
ghoulder.

Cn +he other hand, I suppose there is nothing gquite so nice
a8 good 014 Lhomely fanac. ,

John Berry.

T - —— ]

"1 was the &ﬁiﬁ one who got the news ln time, 8o there I was reading
my own mind.® ~=Eney

DOES THIS POEM BELONG TO RICH KIRS Y

Little Willle, zunning wild,
Turned his slister to a BEM;

Mother said, "You brilliantchild--
"How did ygou iearn Biochem?®

RBELLIGLON BELONGS —- ENJOY 1T § ==G.8chochet
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The Great Scientist silped his Nuclear Fizz in thse Insurgent
Manner,

"And s0," hs explained, "the attesmpt of the Enchanters?, Necro-
mancerst, and Sorgssrezs' Unlon to taks over the Earth was finally folled."

"Just like thet?" asksd the Brilllant Psychologist in soms sur=-
prise. "You Just entroppred ell %the flends of the pit end made the ENSU
helnlesg?™

"Yhat could bs simpler?”

BF raised an eysbrow in protest, %I could think of & number of
thinsg, I understand entirely that only supernatural entlitles can axsr-
clse supernatural powersS..."

GS nodded in benevolent egrecms nt,

"And that 1f the ENSU couldn®t invoke demons to do its dirty work
1t would be helpless,..

and that the aforesald demons had to agree to certain restrictions
%0 reach the Earth Plane of Txigtences..

®But think! The maln restziction they had to agrse to was
vheir subjeotion to the ENSU--~thsir handfesting to come to Earth Plane
when callsd, and stay till dismissed, by & card-casrrying magiclan, S0==%1"
The Brilliant Psyshologlst?s gesture comprehended the vast prison-pit
thet had been an atom=bomd crater as well as the ring of guards surround-
ing 1t. ™Don't you realize that no wall sen hold thesm, that any time
they gat the notion to any of them oan tear gix or eight guards to plecss
and gallop offe"

GS looked pained, "But think, old boyf They haven't gotten out yst,
have they? And we've besen chaslng ENSU memberg down ever since Dazzy and
1 snared the hosts of hsll in that crater e few days ag0ceo"
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The Great Scientist brought the helicopter over the center of the
atom bomb erater that marled the site of the firat, unsuccessful, move
&5&;43b the ENSU, 3Beslde him ths Dazzlingly Pulchritudinous Femme swung
her binoculars aroana the perimeter of the pit, seeing nothing and saying
as much,

“Thank Rogcoe,™ she observed, "those nightmares are unable to fly
cn the Earth Plane! Ve'd never make 1t 1f we had to look out for alr
Interception.,” She shifted the express rifle to reach for the kit=bag
of maglcal parephenalia as GS set the ®copter down, and they slimbed out.

Wasting no time, GS drew a pentagram around the helicopter, dis-
tributed various incenses at the aplces, and began a chant which Dazzy
filled in entiphonally, (GS interrupted his verbal flashback to explain
to the Brilliant Psychologlst: "Good old Library of Congress! There is
some use in an institution which requires two coples of every printed
book ineluding Grimoiresi™)

Clouds rolled ir from the edges of the sky and lightning began
to flash at regular intervals.



"Roscoel™ invoked GS in one of the vauses of hig chant, "If ws
got a stori starited we'll never got oub of here in that helicopleri™

"There !" cried the Dezzlingly Pulchrituvdinous Femme 1lu snother
pause, "Therels the first onel™

One of the ENSU®s tame demons had poppsd up in anewer tc thely
summonsg a bright grsen, dwarfish omne with batwings and stag horas.

It faced toward the pentacle and bounced from the film of alx at ite
edge o

The chant continued, GS replenishing the 1little plles of incsnze
from time to time: Eighty-two agsortsed flends were inside the
crater by the time they had finished, and others were pouring in, Gs°
detector ingtruments were Jjumping up to highsr and higher lesvels as
the two retreated to the hellcopter.

{"What, the detector? Well, you remember that devlice you invent-
ed to measure the degres of empathy--yos, yes, I know that was for uss
on psychologlical patients, btut edaptation is the 1lifeblood of sclence,v
The Great Sclentist gave BP a hurt look. "Well, I reallzed that an
infernal machine would naturally have a great deal of empathy for our,
uh, opponents, so I wenlt toc ths Metropolitan police!s bomb squad ande-
well, 1T you're golng to @et like that abtout it==")

GS hovered for fifteen minutes after his infernal mechins ceased
to register the arrivel of more devils; by the time he shifted rotor
settings and swooped away & squadron of Jjets was orblting sround the

grater whils celumns of infantry and armor famed out around its in,
¥ * * & % * * % * %
*Amd that was 1t", concluded GS. "You see, the ENSU couldntt

get to thelir fiends to send them back to thelr own Plane, eand whils
they were hare they couldn’t invoke them somevhere else on Earth Plane.”
e nuffed contentedly on his pips., "Very tidy! And as they can’t get
out of the crater, we have it made--indefinitelyi®

The Brilliant Psychologist did not, quite, tear his hair, "Bul
in heaven its own name why can*t they get out of that crater? why, I
conld walk out of it myself,e.!"

GS looked amazsd for a moment, "But BP, you just a while ago
cited the reasoni® He gestured at ths crater, "They could walk out of
it, too, but for that they*d need to climb up the walls of the crater.
And don't gou remember that they Tlgured we'd nsver be able to imprison
them because no wall would hold them?"

BP burisd his face in his hends and began to sob,

& o en e N o o3 EN DN B @E S W W D U TS & B SR TR YR SR S S ™ e ==

"There are two corners on this table~w-one on each end."
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apaiie Little Willie loudly cries

/ﬁ::“ When Baby pulls the wings off flies
e p For #illie has a notion nursed
&v That all their legs should come off first!

z K\\ ~ = = Art Rapp



NOAH MoLEQOD

the old meaid
and the robots

I, ROBOT,; by Isasc Asimovy The New American
Libtrary of World Literature, Inc., 501 Madison
Ave., New York 32, N.Y., paper boumnd, 35¢.

Isaac Asimov 1s one of the better known writers
of real science fiction; that is, science F¥idtion with an element of
real science im i%. He is & teacher an research writer ln biochemistry
at the Bositon University Sohool of Medicline; therefore knows real sci-
ence to use in his stories. He has a keen sense of huma and a little
of the prophet about him.

I, ROBOT is a collection of short storiss in chronological order
g8 n "Ptyre hietory*'in the Heinlein style. They trace the development
of robots from the beglunings of the positronlc brain to the time when
tobots control the Earth's economy. The stories are told by Miss Susan
Calvin, a retired expxrt on robot psychology.

The best stories in wmy opinion are ROBBIE, a sotry of a little girl
and her robot nurse; REASON, a stiff satlre on certailn kinds of philo-
sophic and religious thought; and LIARI a %ale of what happens when a
telepathic vobhot starts telling lies to please the people with whom it
comes in contact. But all the nine storles are good.

The human charachers are shadowy and conventional except for Susem
Calvin. Apparently in choosing a name for her Asimov was influenced by
the fact that John Calvin founded Puritanism; and comsidered it an ideal
name for a straight-laced, almost savagely stern woman, who acted on tk
principle that all men are wolves. As for her personality, he didn't
have to go very far; there's one in every office.

By contrast wlth most of the huwan characters the robots stand out
with definite personalities. There i8 Cutle, the logical robot who
reasoned that creatures so imperfeoct o8 human beings could not have
created him; there ig Herble, the telepathioc robot who lied to human
beings to make them feel good (S8usan Calvin drove him insane for tem-
pering with her feelings); there i8 Robbie, the robot nurse who res-
cued 1ittle Gloria. It is my opinion that Asimov deliberately failed
%o develop his human characters, to foocus attention on the robots. He
can develop character when he wants to, as 1s shown by his latest novel,



THE FAEED SUN. The net result of this wnderplayin :
18 that ons develops an intense intewest in whalt happeus
oare very much who it happens to. Ths blg Juestion im:
thikg will that robot do next?? Except for 1ittle Gloriz !
a dsmm about the human characters. Susgan Calvin is one of the mos
completely vmsynpathetic characters in fletlon; and most of the of
humane are shadows.

The deseriptions of the scenes on other planeis are sclentificalls
accurate but are not allowed to obtrude too much. This is ap i% shownld
te; Ashmov was writing aboul robots; not trying to sell space travel.

The positronic brains of Asimov's robots are about on par with she
sodium propelled engines of Jules Verne's sutmarine. That is,the sci-
entific principle of the gadget ig doubtful; but the conditions under
which 1%t must operate are carefully thought out and are valid. With
vacuum tubes, an electronic brzin would have %o be the size of %the
Woolworth Building to have the intelllgence cf a mouse, no%t exactly the
suertest wmammal known. With transistors, the device could be smaller;
tut cbviously to put a brain of near human intelligence into a robot
the sizenof 2 men, song new 2nd radical principle 18 needed. Hence the
positronic brain.

The ldeg of the three laws of robotics seems to have developed as
follows. Man-like machines of human Intelligence appsar in fiction,
both Western and Oriental, {rom the middle ages on. Frequently the
story ended with the robot killing his master and/or destroying himeelf.
The term "robot! was first used, I beliegve, by the Czech playwright
Karzl Capek, in the play R.U.R. In thls play, the roboits finally =webel
and take over. Obviouslyaa robot wlth suicidal, homicidal, ox revolu-
tlonary tendencies would be impractical as an econtmic uvwnit. Henece Lis
three laws of robotics which keep a robot from killing pesople, discbey=
ing crders, or destroying itself.

Making robots human shaped is more doubtful. An exztra pair of
armg would be helpful in many occasions; for deep-—-sea operation zn oc-
topue shape would be more efficient than a human shape. For mining
cozl and ove in thin beds, & turtle shape a few lnches high with a
pair of arme and moving on caterpillar treads would be better than a
humanoid robot.

Time of the stories is in the 21lst century. This brings up a poind
of sgome lmportance in my estimation. Very little soience=fiction iz
laid in the immediate future, and deals with logiecal extrapolaticn of
knovm inventlons and present soclial trends. The revolution caused by
the tank In lsnd warfere, and that caused by submarine and a ircralt
carrier In naval warfare sgeem t0 have gone unprophecied by science fio-
tion writers. The shift of power Eaatwards in Europe was migsed almosth
completely by the ordinary run of sclence filction writers. Why? Why
this tendency to ignore the foreseeable and to scme extent predictadle
future, in faver of the completely unforeseeable distant future? Is 1%
because most science Tictlon writers are afraid they will be accused of
being subversive ?

I, ROBOT is well worth the thrlity-five cents asked. It will kesn
the reader wondering, “What darn thing will that robot do next?? CQood
as Dr. Asimov®s robot storles are, this reviewer would like him to
write some seience fiction aroundblochemistry, a subject he really
knowg. It is peculiar that Asimov, a bilochemist, writes about robots,
while Eric Temple Bell, a mathematliclan wrote stories about biochemistr-
unc€er his penname of John Taylne.
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tiender frin sl @ ‘od (cotumn)

This column, or whatever you may choose to call it, is,
re oY less, the result of strict injunctions expressed by two vital
persons in my life - my father and John Hitchcock. Ever considered your
responsibility, John, huh? - This statement, which very possibly might
ceem a bitv puzzling, is easily explained by the fact that John wants me
50 do a column for Umbra and my father wants me to prepare ocur Enzglish
teet in school toumorrow,

In most cases, being a fan, or, rather, an actifan, also means being
pressed for time, and as this holds unpleasantly true as regards my fan-
sc, what is more natural than my trying to kill two birds with onsstone
by regarding the writing of this column as a kind of exerc_se and prepa-
ravion for tomorrow's test? Nobt that I usually do prepare any English
cchool tests - on Tthe contrary, I never have and I neverwill - but I am
guite sure my father wouldn't approve of my doing fanac instead of my
school work, If the causer of my existence knew to what an extent I have
been neglecting my school work lately, due to things such as fanac (incl.,
planning a fanzine), rehearsaling that damn Molidre comedy and other
reascons, which, because of their more personal and intimate naturs, I am
not going any clocer into here, he would very probably burn all ny fan
nags, ny letterfile and all my other fannish attributes. A horrible
fate, indeed., If my father should ever come across this issue of Umbra
Amd read my revealing words, I hope he won't understand enough English

to realize what I am saying. Trouble is, 1 think he does. Live danger-
ciusly - become a fan! (Hi, Dad !)

As regards the above-mentioned "other reasons," I strongly feel
that it would be highly desirable to warn Eric Bentcliffe and Alan Dodd,
w10 have been reading Dirty Articles on Swedish morals, not to this per-
baps ambiguous expression insplre any Unclean Suspicions in their quite
probably very imaginative minds.

As I now have stareed speaking of Swedish morals, I must disappoint
you by explaining that I am not going to discuss this subject in this
column, although one might be tempted o by the very nature of this
topic. However, I feel at present quite fed up with the whole thing,
which fact you might be able to understand if I tell you that during my
travels this summer I had %o discuss this subject with a lot of ingquisi-~-
tive people, including three American university students from Ohio
((Oberlin, I bet)), a business manager from Tel Aviv, an Australisn Jew
on his way to Israel to marry a girl he'd never seen, two Italian Catho~
lics and an English Salvation Army Officer from Bournemoubh All these
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people seemed to have read Dirty Articles om "Gex in Sweden,' "Sim in .
Sweden, " "Sweden - Land of the Midnight Sin" or whatever they call them,
and they all seemed to be experts in the field. And now fans start to
ask me questions about all this, too. Very eagerly. Anypbody feeling
conscisnce-stricken? Bless you, Ron Ellilk, for not knowing anything
whatsoever aboubt Swedish morals.

Sc let us skip this subject and concentrate upon something else.
That is, I am the one te concentrate.... I refuse to believe that merely
reading this column should require any greater amount of concentration,
either dus %o John's ditto or my prose...although the i-ther has developed
an extraordinariiy annoylng hablt of turning extremely cryptic and eso-
teric when I dress 1% in Inglish. Perhaps it wonldn't be too bad an idea
to devete more time to my school English, after all - but then, my school
English is fairly nonexistent. I keep worrying my poor teacher by using
English English all the time instead of the version I learn (ignore the
flaw in my logic, please!) ab school. Another thing I love to do %o
tease the poor creature is to use American English, soisething which in-
£allibly rssults in a lecture on "horrible American brawl.® Sique.

Now, I feel a quick change of subject is rather necessary riht hexre
and now; I cannot very well go on speaking about American brawl all the
tine to an audience (legience, hm?) made up mostly of Americans - not
because I am considsrate, far from that, I assure you, but because you
ars bound to know a great dsal more about this phenomenon (although per-
haprs not theoretically, all of you. Did you say anything, John?) than T,
ind I promise that I won'ty start raving ebout other labngnages, either:
not because I wouldn't be able to, in fact, I am at preserk studying six
foreign languages including Russian, bubt because I am no Hopkins ace and
have no Hopkins A's, therefwrs John would, I trust, be able to do it much
better than .

It appears to me that I had better finish that "quick change of,."
ete. pretty fast now, before I get an inferiocrity complex. Trouble is.
being no bodysnatching World Dictator I don't have any lots of subjects
to change into. Something that I would be able to write about, though,
is the deplorable state of Swedish fandom at present, and as John hes
asked for a bitingly impartial review of this noxtherly phenomenrcon, 1 am
golng o rzveal some of the recent happenimgs In this thing known as
Sverifandom.

The various sf clubs seem to be gafiating, or, at least, hibernating;
in any case,; thay are far from aective. The Lund convention has been re-
portaed on elsewhere and is no longer nsws, Consequently, the only Sveri-
fandom subject remaining to be brought up for discussion (or rather dis-
section, perhaps?) is the fanzine question. This is, according to my
belief, a part that there should be something to be made out of, as it
would hardly be unjust to describe the state of Swedlsh fandom of woday
&5 being characterized by and reflscted in the fan mags. (4 truism?)

At the moment, the number of Swedish famzines amounts to a hardly
imposing total of ten., The oldest fmz s%ill existing is FUTURA, a deadly
sercer club bulletin which has recently been rapidly degenerating inbo an
minberesting, badly printed crudzine. The club itself, also bearing the

- . ~f TOTURA, seems o be made up of worshlppers of Sture LOnnerstrand,
& fairiy insignificant writer whom they hail as ¥ h e Swedish Scknce iic-
tion Pioneer and the only good writer of sf at present im Sweden., The
fact that this country has had at least twenty sf writers before Lénnar-
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st=and makes a perciplent obsexver wonder what exactly Lonnerstrand has
done to Justify his "pioneer" attribute. Furthermcre, LOnnerstrand's one
and only as yeb published science~fiction book, RYMDHUNDEN, seems to be
considered by many fans just as a piece of plagiarism. In any case, it
is quite evident that Ldnnerstrand's importance for Sweidsh sf and fandom
is, in reality, far from being as great as in the opinion of certain fans.

Another fanzine that is carrying on an intense LOnnzrstrand appre-
clation campaign is the fairly new STAR STUFF SF FANZINE. The latest ish
of this fmz contains one page with news in such a lousy English that, in
ny opinion, it is more or less an insult to the glorious language of
Shiespeare and Milton etc. In this Haglish-language (haahh) column the
editors state that their fanzine is the most widely read fan mag in
tweden and that it represents Sweden's "by far largest fan organization,"
sne Star Stuff Science Fiction Union. Already this outstanding example
of puerile conceltedness, hitherto unequaled in the history of Swedish
fendom, ma<es you realize the total absence of any trace of fannish

epirit in this fanzine., ((total absence or total overabundance, Lars?))

Recently, Sture Linnerstrand became a meher of the editorial staff
of vhis fan mag, whereupon its other editors started letting everybody
tnow what an excellent author he was, "Sweden's foremost sf writer gnd sf
bioneer.” Considering the fact taat the real sf pioneer in this country
lived around the turn of the censury and that Sweden's foremost sf writer
of today is to be found among the eighteen "immortal" members of the
Swedish Academy of Literature, one is inclined to start wondering if
being a member of the editorisl staff of a certain fan mag makes you en-
titled to the position of "Sweden's foremost sf writer and pioneed."

The whole thing is ridiculous and distasteful. There is something rotten
i1 the state of Swedish fandom. :

However, a reaction against this regrettable condition of things has
arisen, represented by the three fanmnish fmz existing at present in
Zwedish fandom. It is a striking fact that only the fananish fanzines
hova opsnly displayed their aversion against this L¥nnerstrand hullabaloo,
and this can probably be considered as a proof that some amount of fannish
spirit does exist in Sverifandom. The most notable of these three fan-
zines is SMART GRUFF SF FANZINE, a bloody parody of STAR STUFF SF FANZINE

("gruff"="quatrel") featuring inter alia contributions by the edi tal
steff-member "Iuras L8gnerstrand” (this is, of course, a distor?
I8rnerstrand's name; f{"Luras" means "to cheat" an:.the "L3gn-" cc ant

of "L8gnerstrand" translates into "lie.") This lampoorn is charact:riged
by a very caustic Joking with I8nnerstrand's writing; it is humorous and
unconventional, although partly a bit childish - one must confess that

its editors do sometimes carry things a bit far. SHMART GRUFF is anonymous,
a very vital drawback from all points of view, and this fact is expained
in the policy statemmt on the cover: "This fanzine is and will be anony-
mous, whieh exclusively depends upon the fact that some of the persons
referred to herein cannot bear tc hear the truth.”

All this has, of course, caused a severe split in Swedish
fandom, and this feut is not the only one. Sverifendom is young and very
turbulent. Will it ever grow mature enough to stabilize? Time will
tell, T guess; I honestly don't know,

=larshelander
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Cliff Gould, 3741 Ligge®t Dr., Samn Diegoe &, Galif,

To tell the truth I wasnit overly excited to recelve Unhras=-=I04
corie to expect, Trom previous 1ssues...g2omething which was dezb, dull,
disappeointing, etc. My expectations were far from inacourate.

However, in your editorial; you knidled, in nmz a spark of inderess
in posslble fubture issues. I shall walt and see...and what I see,
after the wals, is enbirely up to you. I hops for both our sakes {(but
mostly Ffor mine..selfish that way) that the result is favorable,

Andy Young's article was well wzitten, interessting, and yet kind
of pointless., I1Its all been said--but a% any rate Young is articulaie
==gore $han can be s8ald of most discussers of So¥.

I mnow that this sounds prejudiced {toward you=Umbra) but although
I wsually enjoy JamusSen...L have only been mildly interested in any of
his atuff Idve ssen in Umbra.

3tark’s bit was nothing--with a capital NOTH.

I suppose that yow are 1o be congratulated on reeceliving a letter
from Tucker. Congratulaied, or somsthing. At any rate i% was am in-
teresting, absorbing, ete. ete., lebter. Your, uly, strxiving for *fan-
nisinees® in the form of the not funny, often stupid %ype things wad
particularly homorous %o me...bub, I suppose, not for She reasgons
vou hoped they'd be.

Svch geme as the following really &layed me=-
"NEAN GRENNELL (A GOOD MAN)® so originael ULESSER
TANSY o profoumdly subtled ¥{filip man}¥ a real
casger ! VANDY HIMSELF® vyou mean that you
aciually are that familisy with Him?
“RICHARD H. ENEY, LOCAL FAANY gee, and

vhat locazal does he belong to~~a % s
mastevstroke in Deep Thinking, this | 3@-
«veesthere wore, a8 I'm sure you are o
sware others == taoo disgusting %o A
hmmt for.

This ny young friend, is not
fennishness...it is what an astute
pesychologiet epsaking in the collequial
jargon would call, high school humor... @
over and uwnderstatenent...cubeisms, which /S L
aren?t oute. [~

Now (slupl) for your review of
OBiique.

I, needless %o say disagree with
vou, on qulite a few pointB...

#7 had 58 not 50 pages.
(this is a disagreement?)

I thought Terry Carr's
item superior to much of
his stuff in PEQN, and per-
sonally thought that 1% was
excallent.

I am pot =
nioe guy i

({over)) éx?QUL¢ceggg




I led no Yenti-Wetzel anti Hall crusade’=—-I didn’t, and don't
onsider my suggsstions rve Wetzel %o be of a crusading nature....I
mnsidered them %0 be quite ardent oplnion...and hoped that the opin=
ion was ardent encugh to slcop over onto the thoughts of some others.

f did net print(long letters from)¥Hall and Wetzelo.." = I prin-
ted a longish letter from Wetzel and just a few lines from Hall.

ke for your lzst sentence...l don't want %o sound cruel, but al-
thouvgh I might look as though I'm "{getting lost in) that array of
literateness,® you appear %o be losit...and woe, woe, I find no array
of literateness which surrounds you.

I was a bi% angry about some of the hypocritical comments which
you made though.

You *oondemn" me for printing a long letter from Hall...which I
didn't do, and 1f I did there would have teen nothing wrong with i%
from an editors, or a readers viewpolnt as loag as it afforded amuse=
ment, and/or food for thought...but all that has nothing tc do with
this, for I didpti print a long letter from Hall.

However, the fact remainz that you have not only printed long
letters from Clod but have spent a page or two in Umbra *doing logilo*
*discussing®'arguing® with, reviewing his fanzinee, and generally
making a fool out of yourself.

On top of tha , you yell wolf because I printed a letter of Wet-
zells while you not only erimed letters from him, but printed reams
and reams of that types material in the form of articles, stories, etc.

On top of THAT you come forth with the sprightly comment that
Hfandom would rather forget those two'! whilst talking about my three-
fourths of a page Crusade against Wetzel, without commenting, or for
81l I know even knowing that that 3/4s page spent discussing George was
by way of being a plea that fandom did "forget about him.®

Gzrrrrrr! Are you sure that you READ OBlique?

Ch, well.

I found no improvement this issue, but note that you are heartilly
enthusiastic, and sincere, and have hopee (I do that is), &slbiet not
overly high ones, for Umbra!s future.

Sorrowfully-wounded,
(C1iff)
vB=gee, dad, is this here a POISON PEN letter to0o0....g8ceccecescecee.

((Well, Cliff, I guess that's one up for you.))

GARY LABOWITZ, 72334 Baltimcre, Kansas City 14, M¥o.

Got Um 15 right here. Boy ! You has slipped. The cover on this cune
is one of the worst youn've had in seven issuese. And to top it all off
I can't read the artist's name so I don't even know whom I am saying
1s poor. ((Ted White))

The interior is below par too, at least from my viewpoint. I seem
to get more sercon every day, and you weren't too infteresting this issue.

3ense of Wonder was go trivial. I% consisted mainly of repeating
the standard definitions with examples of stories.. It also seemed to
try to be funny. May:.e the author wasn't trying but 1f he was he didn't
succeed.

Jan Jansen was all right, a bit of.

Son of Univac looks 1llke something a beginning neo would print in
hie fipst issue. 3Shame.

The letter, of course, reflect the personality of the writer, and

chickenscratches show you know what you're talking a
fanzines. y y g about in the way of



((& couple sericus-type thoughis engenderef Ly Goulid’s lether now s
1111 give a lifetime sub to Um 3o anyome who cem give nme a working
Arfinition of "fonnishnessd And, if anycne doesn't want to xum the
risk of my scatter brain in Chickensc., slmply mark "Don't review® on
your fanzine. I agree with most of what Gould mald relating te ge &
ny share of Um.))

DES EMERY, 93 Hemlock St., 8t. Thomas, Ont., Canada.

Although Andy writes a good assay, 1 don't think 1t's actually
necessary. Lf you have a Sense of Wonder, you already know what it iz
though maybe not in sommany worde. If you haven't, you'll mever be akle
{0 comprehend what's in a luwrid cover, pulpy stories, and impossible
happens$ance t0 make & person gaga over it. I think that Andy realizes
this tco,sinece he limiis his exposition %o his own verscnal S. of W.

But this isn't a thing %o Fans apart from the race of Man you
know., G.K.Chesterton wrole an essay celled YWonder and ths Wooden Pgstt
lamenting the lack of the power of Wonder among the modernse of Bis day,
circa 1913. "It is not a power that indicates any artistic strength,
£%111 less any spiritual exaltation....It 1s a small and special gify,
but an innocent cne." I don't lnow how well that "imnocent? Tite today's
fan, but afier all it is inconsequentlial. No doubt the s8todgy banker
lives a happler life than the rest of us blessed or cuvsed, perhaps,
with the Sense of Wonder.

I didn?% know Laryy Stark had such a sense of humour.

JACE HARNESS, The Elmwood, 1627 19th St.NW, Washingbton, D.C,

Dear John, Dear, dear, deazr Jobn,

I'm enclosing in separabe envelope the blll for sargery on my Iset-
bones. I am referring to the lead balloon that fell on *em when T
opened the UMBRA envelope///The utter crust of Jan saying he's a% Wetz-
lor=-dces George have a Luropean branch?///Both the Real McCoy ané I
liked Som of Univac. I forced his mouth under the faucet for saying so
(he Eegda water, you see--for irrigation) and told him how his father
tried to get insured againat his spendthriftendencies, wasitral protec-
tion.///Starkov is an excellent name, similar to larry's barking,
enyway.///More of this bitchy card in a moment///All those fmz thaot
goed? ot even a zhit i of a finger drawn across the throais?///Mighod i
How can I dream up and answer to MEUH? You got me into this///Judging
paper casts, would e cheaper to mimeo in color. Eamler in circulatien
Tingers/figures (massaging them after cranking).///Isn't the Sense of
Wonder just the creativity the author infuses? New ideas or ancther
angle or delight-—what the writer is capable of, in sf or otherwise.
Extrapolaticn-—parily; see?

In the meantime, the following should divert and annoy:

As I was going to see some elves (namez of Presley)
I met a man with seven selves.

Every eelf had seven mentals,

Every mental seven stencils,

Every stencll sever astrals;

Mentals, stencils, astrals, seives,

How many were going to see some elvest

See you later, my tranclster .

ac

((ccoo.much laterec..))


spendthriftendencj.es

ANDY YOUNG, 10 Sumner Rd., Cambridge 48, Hase.

Jan's experience with a letter sent to Veneguels by mistake reminds
we of an incident the summexr I took chemistry, in Springfield, Ohio., The
prof got a letter marked fmissent to Springfield, HMlsscuri® andbe com-
mented that he got letiers mlssent to all sorts of Sprintfields and that
there are Springfields in 47 of the 48 states and aisec in Alaska, or
scmething like %that. He couldn't remember which state lacked a Hpring-
field, and I have ofien contemplated sending out 48 posicards addressed
to the postmasiers of the various possible Springfields asking the one
whish didn't exist to send 1t back or something =0 I could find out
which Springfield isn't...buth since poetoards have gone up to & I
would just as soon walt wntil I think of it with a pgood atlas of the US
handyeos

Gads but we liked Jan's con report. 4nd waves of nostalgis swept
over us at the Magnus 1ine "I don't mean real interlineations, just
interlineation-type things."

I liked Sen of Univac, tce. Real croggling stuff. Send 8taxk a
bit of egoboo from me, will you?

By jing, let me again urge you to go mimeo. I%'s just the thing
you need 4o get out of the old rut. Auvtomatically changes the formak.
If you do it yourself or get a conscientiocns mimecer the stuff is fool-
procf ag far as clarity is concerned.

Speaking of clarity, I was greatly impressed Ly working Dag's
borrowed Gestetner. You can be led astray on a Gest. if you forget %o
keep 1t well inked but otherwise it is a beautiful machine and utterly
foolproof. On any kind of machine there is always the temptation o
keep turning the orank without checking on the resulta--I suspect that
is the cause of the bad reproduction White often geis...he'll $urn on
thet electrim thing and let it rum.

VINGg & JOY CLARKE, 7 Inchmery Rd., Catford, London SES, England.

We have appreciated UMBRA very much indeed and I'm amagzed at the
fine quality of your hectoing.

Ving and I have every hope of emigrating to America round sbout
1958 or so, and we shall hope %o sece lote more of the fans whenwe
arrive. We zre saving very slowly = itls difficult to do over here =
and we hope %o have enough %o take us to the States, and possibly across
to California. I can't make up my mind. Cel. is the best because of
zy helath (I'm %erribly subject to colds and bromchitis) but New York
or other East Coast or Eastern side Towns appeal terribly from the wri-
ting poin% of view. Such is life. Something will definitely make up
our minds between then and now (shouldn't that be the other way arowmd?)
and we'll let you know. Hearing from so many of you, and about so many
of you, and with the hope of meeding meny of you next year ((1957)) will
cage the difflculties. We shan't feel we are golng to a country where
we know nobody. To have friends already there is & wonderful feeling.

I'd 1ike to get hold of some coples of this Playboy evervohe's on
about. Wish they'd do a BRE...I've seen an odd photo or two in Ted Car
nell’s office and whew ! Colour is interesting but of the omes that Ted
has, only one model has a decent figure = the »est have fiabby breasts
and if thew !s one item of femininity that makes me want tc throw up,
it's that. The motto of the Windmill theater (in London) is my crite-
rion of a good-shaped model...Not a brassiere on the stage...in other
words, they must not be flebby but have good and good=looking pectoral
muscles. Ah, the days of Vargas... even I could appreciste those,
Yhough I must admit that envy did enter slightly into my appregiation,



Back 0 Ken sgain via Arcdiee. Does he really think you san judge
~n smthor By only throe stories? Shame om him. Ving by the way to
put the facte straight only wrote two noveleties with Hen. Ken has
wristen geveral others which were published by Panther and they have
been some of the better ocnes that they published (in comparison %o
other authors that is). This ig not just blag~<honestly==Ken CAN write
well. Tha trovble is first, Aubhentld will only %ake a certain tyre of
stomy, a type which is not suitable for Ken's begﬁ work.,. New Woylids
has a bilas against certaln taboos, such a2 religion and sex, both of
which treated in the proper manner can meke a classic of a &fory. This
agaln some of Ken's better work is rejected. Which, alas, leaves only
Nebula (which doesn'®t come oul very often) and the American marle %,
which entails a walt of almost 18 months for an acceptance. For some-
one who i8 %zying to live on his writing, 12 months is too long %o
wait, S0 Xen writes what the magazines will aceepi. I have seen scme
of his other stuff, and belleve wme, 1% I8 good. But British s.f. will
not acecept i%. See the difficuliy weire in.

Your cover by the way was a delight = isn®t it wonderful what can
be done with heoto ?

e o oGaorge Whiting now believed %o be in Cyprue address wminown,

Your hectoing is grand = your cgover shows very good confrol and
I thoroughly approve. But that one on 14 was the one I most 1iked.

Jan's pisce was much enjoyed and we're thinking of taking him up
on the con for ws. It'g a wonderful idea=<here are Ving and I sitting
in the mest comforiable chalrs in the bar: Willie comes up=-=what would
vou 1ike t¢ drink? We %ell him the most expensive and exotis drink we
can think of-<he ge%s i%. We drink it. Jan comes wup: OCushicn, Joy?
I accept = or refuse as I feel at the moment. Chugk Harris offers o
see the bedroom is sultably edquipped = in his capseity ae sexfierd e
naturally has to check that there are at least threec botiles of whisky
there 40 keep up his spizits at any party we may throw. The Liverpool
Gropu put thelr special party room at OUR dispogal. Eze Hoffman and
James White make notes of OUR quotes while Atom draws cartoons of US.
And Taurasi and Ron Smith publish the things. {(This of course is at
the Worldoon.) The idea 18 inspiring. Are you going to make it ocome
true?  {(If you're going to fHor our Taff amvssaador.))

Son of Univec was wonderful = startling Squarescreen Black And
White curled us up!d '

Vilg:==What is (Joy) doing if she isn'% reading UMBRA? Believe it or

nov, watching an insect which has flown too near a bhottle of Cointresu
and is now staggering about the table, she reporis, on six legs. Per-
gonslly, I think fandom is going too far when it starts %o debauch the
insect world. '

DICK ELLINGTON, 28 Suffolk 8t. Apt. 3A, New York 2, N.Y.

My, finally got to watoh thie Presley animal on teevee oncel, TFas-
cinating but I'm afraid he's just not my type. Somebody passed on hiz
press agent's reply t0 the guesation about Elvis and sex: "Only a very
stupld person wouldn't take advantage of some of these girls and Eilvis
ien't stupid." or words to that effect.

Seeling Uercer's letter reminds wme of England which reminds me....
Anyway, dvnno if you heard but some simple cheelld had the bad taste
to send a telegram to the Bulmers (the Clarkes got it=—Bulmers on holi-
day) saying something like, "Suggest you withdraw bid 4o prevent 8piit.
Publishers guarantee.london in '58. Reply immediately. =Signed- Arthur
Clarke. Needless %o say the telegram arrived toc late for any reply



or snything but it did worry the Clarke’s no end. They wired me btut I
never got the wire. I, hearing of the telegram via rumor, sent them e
telegram anyway, clearing up any doubts. Heanwhile Mike Wilson was be-
ing blamed for the whole thing. Actually Le had plamned to send some
gort of 8illy telegram but would not have signed Clarke's name and any-
way it was never sent. Clarke got the whole story and is mad as hell,
He says I may inform all and sundry that the FBI has been notified and
somebody is liable to get it in the neck for feorgery. Traclng back the
zomor I got I find that I heard it from Bob Hoskins who says he got i%
from Bob Chazins who knew who gent it but wouldn't tell. Anyway, it was
a pretty silly stunt and I hope somebody geis it in the neck for it,

I at1l1l don’t get why you people %think Kyle is a crook or suthin’.
Honest to Pogo, he may be a 1ittle nublty at times and make mistakes but
he's honest as they come and I speak from three years of glose contaoct
with him. He, more than anyone elee loses money on the con., Themet of
us will at least get part of our espense money back but he will get very
1ittle end he put out & minb=-not tc mention the money he lost without
hope of weturn in that he devoted full time %o the con for three months
preceding and hence was uncble to earn a living. Kyle, in spite of bve-
ing president of radio stations and other oddities is not rich man a-
tall.

Ghu'l{ Eney and me is competition. Yeah, I'm a TAFF nominee %tooy
Oh well, will say this —— I don't give a demz about any of the rest of
the people ncminsated but I wouldn't farf mind seeing Eney winm -- second
to seelng win of course. Nioce to see trufen belng nominated. Hi=ho
and this will make mueoch jack in for whoever does win.

Incidentally, for I forget, we are
not, N-0=T, paying the air force
anything -- that is a total of nothing,
none, no money and like that. Pass it S\ N
along. P FEN A

((Nice fellow, fine, zoof man L
or not, Kyle s1ill made a mistake. i #
It's just the more tragic a mistake < ¥
for everything he's put into it. §
Yet it's still a pmistake.)) :

RICH ENEY, the Mild fan, 417 Ft.Hunb

Rd. 2 Alexandz'i&, Vao J

.o .Even got three belated signatures |
((taff nominations)) from Boyd Raeburn, Ay 7
Ron Kidder, znd Howard Lyons; I think I'1l I T i
tz7 to get Ford %o add them to the list of T 4 it
peovle nominating me. - A

Speaking of TAFF, that Brlng-John-Too : )
fund sounds 1like & fine idea. I think
bringing out the fagct that you gave up
a gond chance of your own will make
fazans more willing to contribute to
you than a complicated vote-transmitting
system. Will write Jansen to this
effect.,

Fried a mental contact, telepathy-type, with Nancy Share last Surday,
apparently with fine reswlts. Gad, what will GM Carr say if I turn out %o
be a s8lan? We're golng to try agaln this Sunday; I'm always ready to try



to get into contact with attractive young femmefen of covrse. Telesa-
toicelly, dammit! Don't pretend to misunderstand me.

{(Pue egoboo hereby accorded to Boyd, Ron, & P.Howle for
wanting to sponsor Eney tov. 48 I 2ald before, my Londom in 57
sgcomt is open Ffor cutside fimancing if anyone feels like i%.
##No, Dick, I vwnderstand you perfectly. "Telepathy"--Gresk for
feeling at & long distance, from far away, etoc. veryong lives
%00 fap away from Danville, Pa.))

( (More doubly parenthetical talk: I think I sald something
in ETA sbout feeling humbly-proud at having brought Jean Linard
into contact--not telepathlc, mind you, at least not yet--=with
American @iViliddiidt fandom...To celebrate the Advent of Linawxd
and the True CGoapel of 'Pataphysig., here is Linard Himself (yes,
Giiff...) and the only cother fam who's ever zeen him, lee Riddle.:

JEAN LINARD, 34 Rue Petit, VESOUL, Ht2.Sne., Fraace.

Pleass record, Shourn: I don't make ANYTHING in enthusiasm, I
think I've mentioned it somewhere. Moreover I dislike enthusiasm, it
TIRE3 me. Mine especially. Furthermore I think "enthusiasm' is far %o
e a thing "solid" enough to last. I only do thing in sane disgust, in
vlain upsetting(?7?). 8o you can bet publications from Vesoul will las%
for a while, unitil Russians come over here, gt least. Except, though,
if we ever succeed to get ocut from Frence, but surely our mags from
anywhere then wouldn’t be better for that socle fact.

I'm going to start & campaigh against pocket=book Eng.Fr/Fr.Bagl.
diotionaries of 30,000 entries, too. You join? The US one, of course,
the French stuff not even deserving that. Thankegiving is "Jour d'Ac-
tion de graces" but Am. only, anyway. can't give you the translation
in French, as Action de Graces in French is gnly damn religious things.
At least Catholic religlion, I don't kmow for the others. Bubt it'd not
come on the national scale in Franos, at least not under this form. Ch
well I don'%t know. Artepeclalties...me, you know...

Annie (she was reised /aroused?/ by the Sisters!) tells that Nov-
ember Month is le mois du Sacre-~Coeur. Timbres-Postes est masculin.

Un timbre. Though I would prefer to read EER at the feminine. Only
you asked for it, sort of. :

by “the way {(of whatt) Ted White's cover for U-.15 is the first
drawing par Ted I like. But I like it. Oh. Oh yes.

As %o return material on ites (it's?) sender, seems I'm too gentle
for that. Too afraid to hurt the person. Ah..also, many people (even
g 1ot I never known so far..l take that Elilk must have encountered =
PIIE of ladies on his way back to home) have written to me linard to
c¢laim for that report by Ron.

Did you ever know that Willlis! French is mest C HARM I N G 7 7 ¢

POURQUOI PAS VOQUS?

os.No, I shant' publish 100 pp. every shot, pop. Was an anni-
versary issue, it's told. And then I've now too much debts for the
whole 1957 still TO COME. I've read one thing thal was gpod somewheze,
by Ted White. Don't recall well. It was a special=typographical=layout
and the text also was good. _

Oh John, it is pot (NEVER) in the typer that the master creases.
But only in the taper--what am I saylng? I mean in the di%to, when Iive
already printed 10 or 20 as well as B0 coplies, and suddenly crasshh...



Ttveto put that scotch tape by dozens and dogens and dogens of 1ittle
bit en qulnguoneg. I know that it comes for the "entering" (7) of the

2ster Lup) into the slot in the drum. What an English. Hope you see
what I mean, though. The master is not tigh (¥) enough, and slip & wee
hit duriang the printing, and cavses creasing gay moment. Quite upset-
ting I swear you,when it remains 15 copies to print that you've got %o
spend more than an hour onto gluing the master, too!

Straighten out the crease is imposelble without scotch, then.
Zven, some remificatlion subsistent. C'est exactement comme les nervures
d'une large feullle dlarbre, John, mais en plus fourni, et il y en a
des tas.

..However, I forgot previouely, I didn't have any chance to catch
any grennellianisms so far, as I don't know the English enough to only
gueas the 10th of all the suptilities IN PAPERS.

Thus I'm fearing it will take me a darn long time to play with
‘hetorics and grammar (My grammar died whgu I was 138 0ld) and rich fi-
nesses of the languages alas, John. And where people like “certain®
play with language, I pray you to know that I feel very very frustrated
the cutest, as I've always had a so dear tendency on languages games or
£0. I certainly miss more than I ocan even imagine, and I am =Rorrv at
1t. Sad, even.

LE% RIDDLE, PU¢~USN, USS CABCADE, FPO, NY, HYg _

Before I forget i%, I'm no longer a PNCA. The “aA" has been dropped
and aow I'm just a PNC. Before this past week, I was a Chief Personnel
Man (Acting Appoiniment). My aoting appointment and probationary period
has been finiched now, and now I ar just a Chief Persommel Man, which
mesns my rating of CPO Js permanent until I retire from the FNavy. Used
to mean a $20 ® month pay increase when you advanced from Acting %o
Permanent, but no longer=—just the prestige. Now, I'm as high as I can
zo a8 an enlisten man and since I'm getiting %00 0ld to be considered
for a commission (they only wnat youngsters who then can train--Itve
been in the Navy too long tc take any of the propaganda they'd hand out)
I geess I'1) remain a PNC for the rest of my career.

You probably know by now that I 4id visit the Linards after ell.
I hadn't planned to do so until we get back to Cannes in Ociober...
however, one night, Thursday the 16th to be positive, I woke up the €O
wnd asked foy permlission, since I work direotly under him. HNoon the
next day found me down at the rallroad statlion trying to find out how
to get up to Vesoul. The ome=-shot (MevhPeon) gives the details of how
I finally got the information and the train ticket. I thought travel-
ling by first-=0lass would be comfortable, but since I had to stand up
almost half the way, I decided that I would come back by second ¢lass
=-muich cheaper, and believe it or not, more comfortable, since I did
get a seat. Vesoul 1s a 1little sleeping town up in the NE part of
Yrance, about four hourse by train from Parls towards Switzerland .
7e didn't go through Paris to pget there however, but I had to change
twlce golng and four times coming back. I got there avout 0700 Sat.
morning, was met by Jean and he {ook me home on his motor scooter.
((wateh out for that kind, lee, Jeen, they break collarbones &s easy
a8 snapping a femur)) He lives with his parents. They have the boi-
tom apartment and he has the upstairs. Sort of a duplex etyle house.
His father is the suivalent of our CPA and has his office downstairs
also. Jean never did tell me what he was doing for a living, except



that he works in an office. Annie works a8 a nurse in iwe of the logsl
¢linius.

I stayed there Saturday and Sunday nlghbis and left early Monday
morning, about the same %ime I arrived Saturday. I slept most of Satur-
day %o get resied and they took me to a movie {(The Gladlatore) with the
voloces Cubbed in in French. I never knew unitll now thsit Victor Mature
and Susan Rayworth spbke brillisnt and fluent French! I was in wmifomn
and got lots of s%ares. Several people stopped us and 4ried oub their
English on me. Speaking of English, you would have had a good time
Yrying %0 underatand Jean zud me trylang to put ocur ideas across %o each
cther. I know only & smettering of French, and all the english he Imew
was from books and reading—-not spoken. (I believe I was the firet ons
he had $8lked to in English--and that was on the telephone the night
tefore from Cannes=-another good story some of these days). We Ffinally
had to resort 4o writing down the words that threw us. Annie couldn't
gpeak English at all, but we managed t0 get along. They are two very
nlce people, as I sald beforé, remind me of the Youngs quite a bit,
toth in action and feelinpgs and thoughts. I got back about midnight
Monday, tired and happy and above a2ll, broke! I'd like very much %o go
veck up there and see them again, if nothing else to get away from the
tovrigt traps.

You c¢zn meet an awfully nice bunch of people if you get away from
the ports here in Furope. Cgpnnes especlally 12 nothing but monsy,
money, money. I never cared for it, bub I loved Vesoul. Same way up
in Livorno, once I got awey from it and wup in Florence, I lowved Italwv.
That s northern Italy of course—=-this area is completely different and
I hate 1t. What appals me most 18 the way the kids are running locss
through the streets, smoking, drinking, and begging from the American
sailors, eccoe

{ (Congratulations ¢n PNCing, lee, TS
and I hope you produce all sorts of AR
peons in the future. R
This, I should imsgine, is the ' .yff
end of the letter
columm.)) $§&M

[ﬁ’,ﬂﬁ ~u
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What with four months! worth of fanzines plled up,
end what with my having to Go Into Debt (temporarily) just
50 put ont 30pp., I simply cent®t review them all this
time. Suppose, then, I maks it more like a malilliang re-
view {or my version of one), wWhere I Teply o fmz that
evolke 2 reply, and do preeioaa little reviewing per se.

To the scads of people who get left out, I can only say,
Look, poor scads, I'm awfully sorry, and maybe next time
I'11 have more space or less fmz and you can get your
dus sgoboo--or, in a few cases, lack of 1it.

ABSTRACT, PJVorxzimer, 777 48%h 8%.,Sandlego 8,Calif.,
dittoed, ’sched.uncertain, 12pp., $#10.~-I'm 2fr2id not
meny fen willl welconme
this fellow bagk with
open arms. You spend a
lot of apace; Pete, re-
proaching fans for hav-
ing been unkind and un-
duly critlical to you;
then you %urn right a-
round and attack Ron
Ellik very personally &
y unkindly. I'm &-
raid Pete, that I
can't sympathlze with
you ti1l you show &

1ittle %&W
kindnes oward others.

¥1llik doesn't »
serve %0 be ruﬁggéiyof
fandom in disgrace.

W c]\«.\w\‘ what aw nﬁtﬁr—g&-«/ 2



PEON, Charles Lee Riddle, PNG/USH, USS CASCALE (AD=16), ¥.P.0., New ¥k,
WY, bimo., 15¢, 8/%1, mimeo, 24 pp., #37. =— Lee Riddle has much ithe
smoe trouble with Peon as I with Um; for YEARE Peon has been fandomis
finest-—o0r almeat finess occeslonally-—and cerialaly mest Dependable
gerccn fanzine. Peon has becun going on for...how long is i%7 8 yesrs?...
with the first long interruriion just ended by thish, The goal of 100
issues of Peon, and the goal of passing Peon on to the sscond generaition
of Riddles, have disappeared. The goal now, i 1t csn still be called
sugh, i8 50 1ssuesy and ¥y Ho bring some life back into the thing.

Thiz issue contains: a good 5 pages of edidtor, 3 Dp. Ron Smith with
something bvasically sinilar to Eney’s bthis issue Um, wub sercomnisher
etyle; 3 pp. Jim Hermon, hardly light reading, bui personalized; Zpp.
Joe Gibson, 1light style, serconnish subjeoct; 2% pp. Jemes Gumn, uw2es
nomlnative of address in comparing Readers® Digest to stfrags for cleo;
ipp. poem: Man and Mars, Don Wilsop, er, uncomic...} 2pp. Bob Tucker,
not in one of his light moments; 2% pp. Lin Carter, Amazing Tive Fact
hrticle, actually has some laughs in 1i%; 1lpp (pardom, 1 p,§ R. Xruis,
ragport on the banning of stf in South Africa: “Sorapling the Barrel.”
Thet's i%. Lee was pretty well dlssppointed with the way the issue
turned out; I don't see why on his grounds. Appearance was top level.
I think hie dissppointment was rather that he falled $o put something
through the issue (imagine 1 copy Peon used as e vall) %o the reader...
or dida’t think he did. Peon has a very sober atmosphere, BUT a fuz
cen he of sober atmosphere end s¢ill have humor-—there is such & {thing
&s sober humor-—and much personal Iinterest, ceniralization, etc., PRON
is a Blow-moving crittur, 1lile a British conservative in the 19%h cent.,
put 1t can be moved. Good luck...

STELLAR, Larry Stark IIX, EDITOR GODDAMMIT !, 13 Serviss Ave., EBT, REC,
Vew Byunswick, N.J.; Richaxd Eney, EDITOH RLECT OR OUGHT 70 BE, 417 ¥4,
Hunt Rd., Alexandrilas, Va.; Theodore White, publisher, 1014 Tuchahos Sit.,
Falle Church, Va.; 15¢, 2/25¢, etc.é 6/yr., mimeo, 58 Pp., #8. — Toh.
8teliar is the continuation of "2Zip", a rather good fmz pubd by T.White;
Ted's idea was Yo keep on publishiang, since publishing te him is ths
main function of fanediting, and let someone else edit it, He piocked
Laryry Stark, who prompily made S#1-2 into a Starkzime, over violent
oeotests from Ted, and succeeded in imparting his (L's) own perscnality
into every corner of 8. exospl Ted's #Publisher's Puddls.¥ ¥He intro-
duced "sezcon fan fiction," his own speclalty and encouraged others to
take pazt in 1%, In short, he performed all the faned's funoctions in
very good style. However, Ted stlll continued Yo oonsider 8. HIS, by
virtus of his having (a) founded it and (b) publising it. Larry quii
after the second issue. Ted wanted someone to replace Larry, and asked
Eney. 7The whole thing was wnclear. Iney wag led %o belleve he would
becone Stellar's editor and take over where Larry had left off. Ke even
began acouting for material: struck up a trade=colimmns sgreement with
me (viz. Senee from Tho't pivide thish). Then, &% the Dive in NY befor
the com, Boyd R'burn asked the trio which address to send A Bas %o, in
trade with Stellar, and precipitated & very ugly scers. Ha'd thought
Lerry was the “"owner" of the fanzine; Ted told him mo, before lLarry, in
very not-uncertain terms. I (I think) piped wp that it was Eney,was ed.
Tad repeated performance for Eney's benefit. From there it develved.
low %he matiter ls clear: Eney is TYPIST for Stellar, Ted edi%or; in re-
turn, Eney gets® to keep cne of Ted's excellent itypers. 8Steller 3 is on

the way; Stark is definitely out, and, justifiably, doesn’t feel %
happy about i%. That's why I saia, @ ,j T 1 %oo



RETRIBUTION, John Berry, o1, Campbell Pk. Av., Belfast, d.ize., 10¢,
5/358, mimeé, ofien, Szapp.: #&, == Re¥, however, ia dedacaieﬁ to fan
e, and is one of the most fabulous~typs zines ever ¢ hit fandon-
inegeperal (hi%, as opposed to oresp vy on; 8pring up in, develop). I
1iked Rob Shaw's GOON ABRCOAD THIS YEARY best; its head {THE STORY YOU
ARE ABOUT TO ®READ IS TRUE. ONLY THE FACTS HAVE BEEN CHANCGED TO PROTECT
sl THRCJENT) cowld well charascterizs the whole mag. If you have &
gence of humor Eicking around in you somewhere, don't fail to make yr-
g2l i mown %o Jobn or co=adlfc Art Thomsonm & fendom'’s best cartoonist

&% present, 17 Broeckham House, Brockham Dx., London SWa, Eng.

CONTAR, Bob Peatrowsky, Box 834, Norfolk Nebr., 1s dead. Ray Thompson
has noved to Omeha and the big ¢ity 1life. Fandom, indeed, in Norfolk,
Hebr., once a famed center of seveath (hadh) fandom, is dead. And, as a
vesult, I dars say Norfolk, Nebr., itself is dead. Taps, please.
Sonfab was o terribly nioce zine.

TRICDE, Erle Benbeliffe, 58 Bharrard Grove, Intake, Sheffield lR-=—sorry,
chanze name %0 "Teryry Jeeves! thank yoeu--ior art only; generally Eric
centeliffe, the real one (yes, Cliffe, even "Himself¥), s$ill at 47
411dis 8%., Great Hoor, Siockport, Ches., Zng. = I'm Intrigued by that
PIntoke.! Just what, prey tell, i8 took in? == 7/§1 4o Dale Smith,
Z00L Eyle Av., Minneapolis 228, & ask Mr. Boggs whal state 1%'s 4in, I
forgot; irvegetrly; mimeo, 42 Pp., #8o —===== I, what wilth cne thing

& enother (Tamiliar, wadklnghonians?), haven't gotten around t¢ more $han
skimming this iseve. Wiat ey, why not dig ianto it with me? I¢'s al-
7ays been ons of ny Tevorite Fan=type fanzines, and this tiwme looks
cerbainly no worse, prob’ly loads betier. Let me urge you, gimply on
past performance, and the looks of thish, to fang hold on & ocpy.

SCIENCE FICTION FIVE YEARLY, Lee Shaw (nelgh Hoffmen), 545 Manor Rdo.,
Gastleton Corners, Staten I8. 14, H.V. =-- mimeo {(lovely), lustrumly
58 pp., #3. == Takes the prizel I have never laughed, roetred, guffawed,
volledonfioorkickingscreening, or s8pludged lnwerdly so violently so
citen for so wuch before. Ubtterly, witerly, utterly from front cover
and Alke—gseltzer pili ("Froent cover symbol: A1l that fizzes is not
nuolear?) $o the final editorial, "The Ether Jiggles, as the editor
gpeaka.” Can't decide what I liked btest; Celvin Amarghbrghts Stars of
the Slsve Glants or Andy Young's Magnetic Cat Tipping whonked ocut the
et wzactlon.  The latters were wonderful end the addresses just rité.
Allew me: "Dear Eds // Your megazine stinks i // Yrs truly, //

Edwin Seigler, III
the south verily riz again, 1014 Tuchakce Rd.
even if 1t only got 'sfar’s 8taten Is. Putney-cen-Toast, Ind.
Congrate, L.Shawltd., on a perfectly superb fzasacnish prcductionz

ORICH, Paul Enever, 97 Pole H31ll Rd., Hillingdon, M'sex, Eng.; quarter
1y, 14%th of NovFebMayAug; 28 pp., #17. = Poo 1little space ieft for
reviewing. This ia GOOD man, Highly Recommended, end Eng’s best fanzine
to0. Hee's you get it. No room left for paragrafing,even: A BAS,Boyd
Raeturn, § Glumvalley Dr., Toronto 9, Ont., and ONE/FOURTEEN; Dick Eney,
£17 FP%. Huont Rd., Alex'a, Va.,~—these %wo feliows, you know, are com-
veting at talf; A Bas 1s the best 1sh I've sgen yet (less of R's inces-
gant Erotchigg 8% everything he picks;grented he plcks some wonderfullxw
grotohable items,but too muech of Angthing,etc 31/14 is the best report
of a con (nyc?n) i‘ve yet seen. If this's whal competltion does, me for
competition. (You can still get coples of 1/14;H1g 1vRes.) '
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